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How about Franklin D. Roosevelt’s 

prayer on June 6, 1944, D-day, when he 
knew thousands of Americans were 
being killed on the beaches of Nor-
mandy. And he led the Nation in pray-
er over the radio, an emotional prayer 
it is. It can be found online without a 
problem. 

Jefferson’s memorial shows this 
quote: ‘‘God who gave us life gave us 
liberty. And can the liberties of a Na-
tion be thought secure when we have 
removed their only firm basis, a con-
viction in the minds of the people that 
these liberties are the gift of God? In-
deed, I tremble for my country when I 
reflect our God is just; that His justice 
cannot sleep forever.’’ 

I don’t know what good God will 
work from the evil terror of 9/11. But I 
know something I saw on 9/11 and on 9/ 
12, and this is the 10th anniversary of 
the day we came together as a Nation 
like I’d never seen before. 

I went into the Army on active duty 
after Vietnam was over. It was not a 
good time to be in the military at all. 
We were sometimes ordered not to 
wear our uniforms off-post at Fort 
Riley, occasionally Fort Benning, be-
cause of violence that could be in-
flicted on military members if they 
were caught by themselves. It was not 
a good time. I’ve been spit on in uni-
form. It was not a good time to be in 
the military. 

I really didn’t think I would ever see 
the level of patriotism again that peo-
ple saw after World War II. 

And then came 9/11. And people in 
this country that had called police and 
law enforcement ‘‘pigs’’; people who 
had been irritated and angry at fire de-
partment personnel because they were 
slowing things down, getting in the 
way; people who were upset with ambu-
lances and EMTs for getting in their 
way; people who were upset with the 

military had a new profound apprecia-
tion like could never have happened 
without those evil men committing 
those acts of hatred. 

That night of September 11, 10 years 
ago, I went to a church I was not a 
member of, and we prayed—people 
from all walks, all ages, all races—we 
prayed together. We held hands. We 
asked God for protection like the chil-
dren of Israel did when they knew they 
had no other place to turn but than the 
God Jehovah. 

And the next day in our town square, 
like thousands and thousands of town 
squares around America, we gathered, 
we prayed, we spoke, we sang ‘‘Amaz-
ing Grace,’’ we sang ‘‘God Bless Amer-
ica. That is a prayer. We held hands. 
And it hit me: Martin Luther King, Jr., 
had a dream of some day seeing people 
judged for the content of their char-
acter, not the color of their skin. And 
as I held hands and looked around at 
all of these hundreds of people in our 
town square holding hands and being of 
one heart, it hit me—a small glimpse of 
the dream he had. And it’s beautiful. 

That day there were no Euro-Ameri-
cans, there were no Anglo-Americans, 
African Americans, Asian Americans, 
Native Americans. There were no hy-
phenated Americans 10 years ago 
today. We were Americans. May God 
grant that we will return to that sense 
of unity and purpose once again. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. BARLETTA (at the request of Mr. 
CANTOR) for today on account of severe 
flooding in his district. 

Mr. CAPUANO (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for Sept. 12 and 13 on account 
of a death in the family. 

Mr. HOLT (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for today on ac-
count of pressing business. 

Mr. MARINO (at the request of Mr. 
CANTOR) for today on account of severe 
flooding in his district. 

Mr. PAULSEN (at the request of Mr. 
CANTOR) for today on account of per-
sonal reasons. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 1239. An act to provide for a medal of ap-
propriate design to be awarded by the Presi-
dent to the memorials established at the 3 
sites honoring the men and women who per-
ished as a result of the terrorist attacks on 
the United States on September 11, 2001, the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported and found truly enrolled a bill 
of the House of the following title, 
which was thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 1249. An act to amend title 35, United 
States Code, to provide for patent reform. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 38 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, September 13, 2011, at 10 a.m. for 
morning-hour debate. 

h 
EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL 

Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Official Foreign Travel during the first and 
third quarters of 2008 pursuant to Public Law 95–384 are as follows: 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON HOUSE ADMINISTRATION, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND MAR. 31, 2008 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

HOUSE COMMITTEES 
Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return.◊ 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY, Mar. 31, 2008. 

REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON HOUSE ADMINISTRATION, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 2008 

Name of Member or employee 

Date 

Country 

Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

Arrival Departure Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

Foreign 
currency 

U.S. dollar 
equivalent 

or U.S. 
currency 2 

HOUSE COMMITTEES 
Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return.◊ 

1 Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY, Sept. 30, 2008. 
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